
Following the delivery of the 20-metre
aluminium barge in late 2013, Marine
Frontiers delivered the next vessel in the
series, an 8.5-metre aluminium fast
response craft in April 2014.

Measuring 7.7 metres in waterline
length, with a beam of 3.3 metres, a depth
of 0.8 metres and a fully laden draught of
0.6 metres, Marine Frontiers said the vessel
displayed excellent stability while at speed,
able to reach a top speed of 25 knots and a
cruising speed of 20 knots.

The 4.6NRT vessel is powered by a
276kW Caterpillar engine coupled to a Twin
Disc gearbox and a HamiltonJet waterjet.
On board seating is arranged in a 2 + 4
configuration for the two crew and four
passengers, and the vessel has a total fuel
capacity of 450 litres.

Delivered at the end of 2013, Marine
Frontiers’ aluminium oil spill recovery
barge boasts a capacity of almost
40,000 litres. As with all three vessels
in the series, the barge was constructed
under survey to DNV, and operates out
of the port of Atyrau under the
Kazakhstan flag.

Designed by Australian naval architect
Australian Marine Technology, which also
designed the other two vessels, the barge
measures 20 metres in length overall, with
a beam of five metres, a depth of 1.1
metres, and a draught of 0.3 metres fully
loaded (or 0.1 metres lightship).

With a deadweight of 35 tonnes and a
net tonnage of 13 tonnes, the vessel will
be able to perform operations all
throughout the Caspian Sea region.

Marine Frontiers has recently delivered a range of small work
boats to Kazakhstan for use by the country’s state-owned North
Caspian Production Operations Company (NCPOC) as an oil
response recovery fleet.

NCPOC is one of the four agents forming the North Caspian
Production Sharing Agreement (NCSPSA) venture – a
co-operation of companies tasked with the sustainable and
ongoing economic development of Kazakhstan’s vast offshore
hydrocarbon reserves.

The NCSPSA area includes the large Kashagan field,
80 kilometres southeast of the city of Atyrau. According to

NCPOC, the Kashagan field is the biggest hydrocarbon discovery
since the 1960’s and the first large-scale offshore petroleum
development in Kazakhstan.

The three newbuildings, comprising a barge, fast response craft,
and mini tug, respectively, were supplied to NPOC via Kazakhstan-
based broker Consolidated Supply and Services International.
Together, the vessels form a specialised oil response unit.

For further information contact:
Marine Frontiers, India.
Email: info@marinefrontiers.com
Web: www.marinefrontiers.com

Marine Frontiers’ final delivery to
Kazakhstan was the most complex
vessel in the series – a 17-metre shallow
draught mini tug. Delivered in June,
the vessel has a beam of 5.9 metres and
a draught of 0.75 metres.

Twin Caterpillar engines power the
tug, each rated for 275kW and driving
HamiltonJet waterjets via Twin Disc
gearboxes. This propulsion package
ensures a maximum speed of 22 knots and
a cruising speed of 18 knots.

On board, the tug features a range of
deck equipment to facilitate oil recovery
operations, including a 7.5-tonne Fassi
crane, a Muir anchor winch, and a fire
pump. A 12-pax liferaft is also provided
for the vessel’s three crew and up to
eight passengers.
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